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ST. MATTHEW JOURNEY OF FAITH CONTINUES ON

CHRIST THE GOOD SMARITAN WAS CRUCIFIED [

“In reply Jesus said: ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell
into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away,
leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when
he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too a Levite, when he came to the
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came
where the man was; and when he saw him took pity on him. He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey,
took him to an inn and took care of him.”” St. Luke 10:30-34

Dear Friends and Relatives: -

May the living Christ dwell in your hearts and give shelter to you and your loved ones!
As we approach summer, St. Matthew continues to witness Christ’s love and compassion
to the homeless and unemployed with the help of our partners in mission. We thank God
and we thank you for your prayers and support to St. Matthew’s mission in Chicago’s
Pilsen neighborhood. The building repair work continues at a slow pace because of lack
of funding. But we hope we will be able to get to the more expensive work with God’s
help and guidance.

MOTHER'’S DAY FIRST COMMUNIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS. On Sunday,
May 9, St. Matthew had 12 First Communions and Confirmations. It has been a privilege
to provide Catechism classes to young people who often times are the target of gang
harassment, who live in an environment of spiritual apathy that often keeps them away
from God and His teachings. God’s Word of love, repentance of sins and forgiveness for
the salvation of their souls have been stressed with the teaching of the Ten
Commandments, the meaning of the Sacrament of Holy Communion to partake of
Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and acceptance of Christ as God’s Son
and Savior of our souls.

MARIA, ST. MATTHEW’S MIRACLE WORKER, WISHES TO THANK YOU.
Maria Leal, Director of Community services, wishes to thank you for your prayers and
get-well cards she has received from several of you. Maria has become a “miracle of
faith™ as she continues to fight cancer and still is undergoing chemotherapy treatment.
Her sister, Yeya, helps her at home and at church to continue to function as God’s servant
to feed the homeless and unemployed.
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EL COMEDOR POPULAR AGAIN RUNS OUT OF FOOD. On Thursday, May 13,
though St. Matthew volunteers had cooked food for about 150 persons, the giant bowl of
food was left empty. It appears that more people are without jobs and homelessness has
increased in spite of more optimistic reports in the media.

A GOOD SAMARITAN IN NEW YORK IS ABANDONED AND DIES. Inthe
Gospel of St. Luke, Jesus explains in a simple and meaningful way, who our neighbor is
with the story of the Good Samaritan. Jesus came to this world and fed the hungry,
comforted the poor healed the sick. Jesus is the Good Samaritan who eventually is
abandoned to suffer and die on the cross to give our souls access into Heaven. Early in
May, television and newspaper news, reported, a 31 year old homeless man from
Guatemala. In a dark night on the streets of New York a woman was attacked by a
robber, the homeless man tried to defend her, the robber knifed him and left him dying on
the sidewalk. Several people passed by him and ignored his predicament. By the time
police arrived the homeless man was dead. The event was taped on a street traffic camera.

St. Matthew has the role of the Good Samaritan in Chicago, to feed the hungry and
provide a message of Christian hope to those who have been hurt financially and
abandoned by those who suffer of moral and spiritual apathy.

ST. MATTHEW MAKES AN URGENT APPEAL. Historic St. Matthew Lutheran
Church, after 138 years of Christian service in Chicago, faces the overwhelming
task of having to comply with expensive building repairs imposed by the City’s
Building Department; especially at a time when our nation faces a stagnant
economy. St. Matthew with its commitment to feed the homeless and unemployed
finds it very hard, if not impossible, to have the funding required for this awesome
task. At St. Matthew we have an uphill struggle ahead of us. Driven by God’s love
we make an urgent and special appeal to pray for our ministry and help us to raise
at least $30,000 to continue to feed the hungry and make repairs in our building.

May the Lord continue to bless your Christian efforts to assist St. Matthew’s
mission of love and compassion.
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Please see page 3, Photo News .






